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Bracinø for the surge 


MN tally 
rises to 21; 


Walz to 
talk today 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


Testing has identified seven 
new instances of COVID-19 in 
Minnesota, bringing the state’s 
total to 21 cases of the respira- 
tory illness caused by the new 
coronavirus. 

Asthe number continued to 
rise, Gov. Tim Walz announced 
that he will hold a news con- 
ference Sunday morning 
focused ona statewide schools 
response. Its details were not 
disclosed late Saturday. 

One of the new COVID-19 
cases occurred in south-central 
Minnesota’s Renville County, 
making it the first in a largely 
rural county, the state Depart- 
ment of Health said. The state 
also has its first case affecting 
a teenager, in Dakota County. 

While investigations of each 
case are ongoing, there is no 
evidence yet of community 
transmission of the virus from 
one person to another within 
the state, said Kris Ehresmann, 
infectious disease director for 
the Health Department. All 
patients so far appear to have 
been infected during travel to 
high-risk areas or by contact 
with infected travelers, she said. 

Twenty of the 21 patients 
are recovering at home. One 
remains hospitalized in critical 

See MINNESOTA on A7 > 


Crisis also 
carries the 
specter 

of hunger 


By CHRIS SERRES 
chris.serres@startribune.com 


Minnesota charities and 
state officials are preparing 
to confront another public 
health threat stemming from 
the coronavirus: hunger. 

As the pandemic continues 
to spread, fears are mounting 
that people in or near poverty 
will have difficulty getting 
food, particularly if schools 
close and more people take 
public health officials’ advice 
and stay home. Already, 
many of Minnesota’s 300 
food shelves are bracing for 
a decline in donations and a 
shortage of volunteers, many 
of whom are retirees at high 
risk to the disease. 

Across the state, nonprofits 
that serve poor communities 
face a logistical dilemma: How 
to deliver vital food supplies to 
families at a time when peo- 
ple are isolating themselves at 
home and being told to avoid 
crowds and public places. 

See FOOD on A8 > 


‘IT WON’T BE BUSINESS AS USUAL’ 
Allina Health’s incident command team met Friday to discuss the challenges hospitals face as the coronavirus spreads. 


HOSPITALS PREPARE 
FOR POSSIBLE SIEGE 


Story by JEREMY OLSON œ Photo by LEILA NAVIDI œ Star Tribune staff 


Leaders of Allina Health huddled 
Friday morning in a computer lab lit- 
tered with emergency planning maps 
and whiteboards of COVID-19 data, and 
one at a time discussed the challenges 
and solutions if a widespread corona- 
virus outbreak emerges in Minnesota. 

Stocks of masks and protective equip- 
ment would dwindle. Scant open beds 
would be filled. Stressed-out workers 
would flood employee assistance pro- 
grams. Sick workers would exhaust PTO. 
Call centers would be overwhelmed by 
questions, demands and rumors. For 
each expected problem, the health sys- 
tem was developing a solution. 

“It won’t be business as usual,” said 


TRUMP CLEARED 


Virus test is said negative; 
other GOPers on hold. A6 


Helen Strike, a leader of Allina’s inci- 
dent command team. 

Across Minnesota, hospital leader- 
ship groups like this have been prepar- 
ing for what could be a generational 
pandemic and updating cooperative 
plans that were assembled after the 
anthrax bioterrorism scare in 2002 and 
then tested amid disasters such as the 
Interstate 35W bridge collapse. 

Hospital leaders said Minnesota has 
the unique strength of cooperation that 
will ensure patients anywhere in the 
state get care. But they’re also facing 
the reality of limited capacity when it 
comes to open beds and intensive care 
units if public mitigation fails to slow 


TOKYO A NO GO? 


U.S. Olympic trials in chaos 
as hopefuls seek answers. C1 


the spread of COVID-19, a respiratory 

illness caused by a novel coronavirus. 
Twin Cities hospitals alone have 
500 intensive care beds and 450 venti- 
lators for patients struggling to breathe, 
a symptom in more severe cases of 
COVID-19. However, only 5.7% of ICU 
beds across the state were open Friday. 
An unchecked surge of COVID-19 
patients could fill those beds and force 
hospitals to make “scarce resource” 
decisions that could result in one 
patient receiving more immediate care 
than another. At HCMC in Minneapolis, 
leaders have backup plans if ventilators 
are all in use, such as pulling ventilator 
See HOSPITALS on A10 > 


Cases in 
U.S. are 
forecast 
to spike 


By COLLEEN LONG, MICHAEL 
BALSAMO and AAMER 
MADHANI ° Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump announced 
Saturday that the United 
States will expand its Euro- 
pean travel restrictions to 
include Britain and Ireland as 
the U.S., armed with new tools 
against the pandemic, braced 
for it to get worse before it gets 
better. The government’s top 
infection expert warned that 
COVID-19 may surge within 
the nation in coming days. 

Under the restrictions on 
European travel, American 
citizens, green card holders 
and others are still allowed to 
return home but will be fun- 
neled to 13 airports and sub- 
jected to health screenings and 
quarantine orders. 

“If you don’t have to travel, 
I wouldn’t do it,” Trump said. 

After days of reluctance, 
Trump also said he had taken 
the coronavirus test following 
several interactions with peo- 
ple who are infected. Trump’s 
test came back negative, the 
White House physician said 
later Saturday. 

The White House also 
began testing the temperatures 
of everyone who’s been close 
to Trump. Vice President Mike 
Pence wrote White House staff 
a memo on Saturday that they 
havea duty to take precautions 
— suchas frequently washing 
their hands and staying home 
if sick — “to protect the health 
of our Executive Branch and 
those working with us.” 

There was little hope of a 
quick turnaround. 

“We willsee more cases and 
we willsee more suffering and 
death,” said Dr. Anthony Fauci 
of the National Institutes of 

See VIRUS on A7> 
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Unparalleled challenge ahead 
for small-business owners. D1 


Faithful are asked to abstain in new ways 


By JEAN HOPFENSPERGER 
hopfen@startribune.com 


St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in 
Mahtomedirolled out safety precautions 
against the coronavirus last weekend. 
This weekend it canceled services alto- 
gether and offered only online worship. 

Shir Tikvah synagogue, where wor- 
shipers had been washing hands before 
entering, closed its Minneapolis build- 
ing for two weeks following Friday’s 
Shabbat service. 

The mosque at the Northwest 
Islamic Community Center, where 
deep cleaning of carpets and floors 
was in the works, joined a dozen other 


RICHARD TSONG-TAATARII Star Tribune 
Mahtomedi’s St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church is serving 
communion in small plastic cups instead of a communal vessel. 


mosques Friday in suspending all con- 
gregational prayer and activities for at 
least a week. 

Minnesota’s faithful faced an ever- 
changing landscape last week, includ- 
ing a rare announcement that Twin 
Cities Catholics could forgo otherwise 
obligatory mass “until further notice.” 
The unprecedented measures, unfold- 
ing everywhere, come as the nation 
reels from the outbreak of COVID-19, 
the disease sparked by the new corona- 
virus sweeping the globe. 

In the past few days, at least a 
dozen Twin Cities houses of wor- 
ship announced they would suspend 

See WORSHIP on A8 > 


More of what matters to Minnesota. All day. Every day. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 612-673-4343 or 
go to startribune.com/subscribe 


STAR TRIBUNE Minneapolis, St. Paul MN ¢ Volume XXXVIII e No. 346 * March 15, 2020 
ONLINE: startribune.com • NEWS TIPS: 612-673-4414 e COMMENTS: 612-673-4000 


